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JOINT COMMUNIQUE
SECOND ANNUAL US-ROK SECURITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING

JUNE 4, 1969
SEOUL

THE SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE
UNITED STATES DEFENSE MINISTRIES AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL WAS HELD IN
SEOUL ON JUNE 3 AND 4, 1969, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DECISION OF THE
PRESIDENTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE UNITED STATES IN APRIL
1968 AND AS AGREED IN MAY 1968 AT THE FIRST DEFENSE MINISTRIES
MEETING HELD IN WASHINGTON, D. C.

ON JUNE 2 THE UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE, DEPUTY SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE DAVID PACKARD, CALLED ON PRESIDENT PARK CHUNG HEE, PRIME
MINISTER CHUNG IL KWON AND FOREIGN MINISTER CHOI KYU HAH. DEFENSE
MINISTER IM CHUNG SIK AND DEPUTY SECRETARY PACKARD MET ON JUNE 3
AND 4. SENIOR DEFENSE MINISTRY OFFICIALS AND MILITARY OFFICERS OF
BOTH COUNTRIES ATTENDED. THE MINISTERS HAD A MOST USEFUL EXCHANGE
ON THE MILITARY SITUATION IN KOREA AND OTHER IMPORTANT MATTERS OF
DEFENSE INCLUDING VIETNAM.

THE MINISTERS DISCUSSED AT LENGTH THE SITUATION CREATED BY THE
BELLIGERENCE OF NORTH KOREA, AND THE INCREASING BUILD-UP OF ITS
ARMED FORCES, WHICH CONTINUE TO THREATEN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA



AND THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF EAST ASIA. THEY DEPLORED THE
UNPROVOKED SHOOTING DOWN OF THE UNITED STATES EC-121 PLANE OVER
INTERNATIONAL WATERS AND THE CONTINUING NORTH KOREAN COMMUNIST
CAMPAIGN TO INFILTRATE MEMBERS OF ITS ARMED FORCES ACROSS THE DMZ
AND ALONG THE COAST LINE OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA. MINISTER IM
DESCRIBED IN DETAIL THE INFILTRATION PROBLEM AT PRESENT AND IN THE
PAST, INCLUDING THE INCIDENTS OF ULCHIN AND SAMCHOK.

HE ALSO DESCRIBED THE COUNTER-INFILTRATION PROGRAM ORGANIZED BY
THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA TO MEET THIS THREAT. MINISTER IM AND DEPUTY
SECRETARY PACKARD CONCLUDED THAT PROVIDING ADDITIONAL SMALL ARMS
FOR THE HOMELAND DEFENSE RESERVE FORCE IS ESSENTIAL.

IN LIGHT OF NORTH KOREA'S CONTINUING AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS, THE
MINISTERS AGREED THAT BOTH COUNTRIES MUST REMAIN ALERT AND TAKE
SUCH POSITIVE MEASURES AS MAY BE REQUIRED TO DEFEND THE REPUBLIC OF
KOREA AND TO DETER NORTH KOREA IN THE FUTURE BY CLEARLY
DEMONSTRATING THAT AGGRESSION AGAINST THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA WILL
NOT BE REWARDED.

MINISTER IN AND DEPUTY SECRETARY PACKARD REVIEWED THE CAPABILITIES
OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA ARMED FORCES AND OF THE UNITED STATES
FORCES IN KOREA. THEY NOTED RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN THE DEFENSIVE
CAPABILITIES OF BOTH AND PARTICULARLY THE STRENGTHENING OF THE
FORCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AS A RESULT OF EXTRAORDINARY
MEASURES BEING TAKEN TO MODERNIZE THEM AND TO STRENGTHEN THE
REPUBLIC'S COUNTER-INFILTRATION POSTURE. THEY CONSULTED IN DETAIL ON
OTHER ASPECTS OF THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM INCLUDING DELIVERY
OF EQUIPMENT ALREADY PROGRAMMED AND THE FURTHER REPLACEMENT OF
EQUIPMENT. THEY AGREED TO CONTINUE JOINT PLANNING FOR FUTURE
REQUIREMENTS.

THEY DISCUSSED THE DECISION THAT  REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE WILL COME TO KOREA THIS MONTH TO NEGOTIATE
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLANT IN KOREA FOR PRODUCTION OF THE
M-16 RIFLE AND AMMUNITION.

BOTH MINISTERS EXPRESSED THE DETERMINATION OF THEIR GOVERNMENT TO
CONTINUE TO ASSIST THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM TO RESIST AGGRESSION.
THEY ALSO EXAMINED A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE FUTURE
DEFENSE OF FREE ASIA.

IN CONNECTION WITH THE MEETING, DEPUTY SECRETARY PACKARD TRAVELED
TO SEVERAL BASES AND DEFENSE INSTALLATIONS IN KOREA AND VISITED
WITH KOREAN AND UNITED STATES TROOP UNITS.



IT WAS AGREED THAT THE NEXT ANNUAL MEETING BETWEEN THE DEFENSE
MINISTRIES WOULD BE HELD IN WASHINGTON 1970.

DEPUTY SECRETARY PACKARD EXPRESSED HIS DEEP APPRECIATION TO
MINISTER IM AND VICE MINISTER OF DEFENSE LEE KYONG HO FOR THEIR
COURTESY AND HOSPITALITY, AND FOR THE EXCELLENT ARRANGEMENTS
WHICH HAD CONTRIBUTED SO GREATLY TO THE SUCCESS OF THE MEETING.



