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JOINT COMMUNIQUE
FIRST ANNUAL US-ROK SECURITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING

MAY 28, 1968
WASHINGTON

THE FIRST ANNUAL MEETING OF THE UNITED STATES AND KOREAN DEFENSE
MINISTRIES AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL WAS HELD IN WASHINGTON FROM 27TH TO
28TH MAY 1968 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DECISION MADE AT THE MEETING
BETWEEN PRESIDENT PARK CHUNG HEE AND LYNDON B. JOHNSON IN
HONOLULU ON 17TH AND 18TH APRIL 1968.

MINISTER CHOI MET WITH SECRETARY CLIFFORD, DEPUTY SECRETARY NITZE,
AND OTHER SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, AND THEY
REVIEWED IN THE MOST FRIENDLY AND COOPERATIVE ATMOSPHERE THE
MILITARY SITUATION IN KOREA AND EXCHANGED VIEWS ON MATTERS OF
MUTUAL CONCERN IN EAST ASIA, INCLUDING VIETNAM.

A PRINCIPLE TOPIC OF DISCUSSION DURING THE MEETING BETWEEN THE
DEFENSE MINISTRIES WAS THE SERIOUS THREAT TO PEACE CREATED BY THE
FLAGRANTLY ILLEGAL AND AGGRESSIVE ACTS OF FORCES OF NORTH KOREA.
THE INCREASED MILITARY THREAT TO THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA WAS NOTED
WITH SERIOUS CONCERN, AND IT WAS AGREED THAT RECENT ACTS OF
PROVOCATION BY NORTH KOREA CONSTITUTE A SERIOUS THREAT TO THE
PEACE AND SECURITY OF THIS AREA AND THAT SUCH ACTS, IF PERSISTED IN,
CAN LEAD TO RENEWED HOSTILITIES.

THE EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES WHICH HAVE BEEN AND ARE BEING TAKEN
BY THE UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA TO STRENGTHEN
FURTHER THE CAPABILITIES OF THEIR FORCES TO DEFEND AGAINST THIS



SERIOUS THREAT WERE NOTED. THE DISCUSSION OF SUCH MEASURES
INCLUDED A REVIEW OF IMPROVEMENTS IN THESE CAPABILITIES, SUCH AS THE
STRENGTHENING OF DEFENSE INSTALLATIONS AND MODERNIZATION OF ROK
FORCES, WHICH HAVE MADE, AND OF FURTHER WAYS TO CONTINUE TO
STRENGTHEN THESE CAPABILITIES.

OTHER TOPICS CONSIDERED DURING THE MEETING INCLUDED THE
STRENGTHENING OF COUNTER- INFILTRATION PROGRAMS IN KOREA, AND THE
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE BEST SUITED TO MEET INFILTRATION AND
ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES. THE ROLE AND SUPPORT OF THE NEWLY ORGANIZED
HOMELAND RESERVE FORCE WHICH WILL FURTHER IMPROVE THE INTERNAL
SECURITY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA WERE ALSO DISCUSSED. MINISTER CHOI
EXPRESSED THE APPRECIATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA FOR THE POSITIVE
ASSISTANCE EFFORT BEING RENDERED BY THE UNITED STATES FOR THE
DEFENSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA.

THE SITUATION IN VIETNAM WAS REVIEWED AND THE DETERMINATION OF
THE UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA TO CONTINUE THEIR
ASSISTANCE TO THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM TO DEFEND AGAINST AGGRESSION
AND TO ASSURE THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM TO
DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE, FREE OF EXTERNAL INFLUENCE OR TERRORIST
PRESSURE WAS REAFFIRMED.

IT WAS AGREED THAT THE NEXT MEETING BETWEEN THE DEFENSE
MINISTRIES AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE
REPUBLIC OF KOREA WOULD BE HELD IN SEOUL IN 1969 TO REVIEW THE
EXISTING THREATS AND THE DEFENSE POSTURES AND CAPABILITIES OF THE
REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE UNITED STATES TO MEET THESE THREATS.

MINISTER CHOI EXPRESSED HIS DEEP APPRECIATION TO SECRETARY CLIFFORD,
DEPUTY SECRETARY NITZE AND THEIR STAFFS FOR THEIR COURTESY AND
EFFICIENT WORKS WHICH BROUGHT THIS MEETING TO A SUCCESSFULL
CONCLUSION.



